
                               Open Space and Land Acquisition Committee 

             Wednesday, August 14th, 2013 Special Meeting Minutes 

                  4:00 PM- Municipal Center Assembly Room- Southington, CT 

                                          

Members Present: All regular members were present with the exception of Mr. 

Champagne, Mr. Brumback (Mr. Sciota sat for Mr. Brumback), and Miss Urillo. Also in 

attendance was David Lavallee, Acting Southington Town Planner.  

 

Chair Berkmoes called the meeting to order at 4:00 PM.  

 

Mr. Berkmoes opened the meeting with an introduction of Matthew Leary, the Boy Scout 

who volunteered his time along with fellow Troop Members to clean up the trailhead of 

the Griffin Open Space Parcel on Lanning Street. Matthew gave an overview of his 

successful project that included the removal of brush piles, overgrown understory, and 

lawn clippings. Matthew also posted “No Dumping” signs. A total of 84 work hours were 

dedicated to this effort. A letter from Chairman Berkmoes thanking Matthew on behalf of 

the Committee was presented. Local civic organizations and Boy/Girl Scout Troops have 

been showing more interest in these types of projects.  

 

The next item on the agenda was an update on the Forestry Management Plan for 

Crescent Lake drafted by UCONN Professor Tom Worthley. Professor Worthley handed 

out the text for the Final Draft of his Management Plan. The latest addition to the plan 

was a study and recommendations on the water resources on site by UCONN Student 

Alan Roussou.  According to Prof. Worthley, the discovery of a yet to be confirmed 

Emerald Ash Borer beetle from a trap at Crescent Lake highlights the need to remove the 

Ash trees to extract value from the wood product, as once affected, the trees will die 

within 3 years or so. Miss Miceli questioned how this would affect the plans to utilize the 

lumber for the VoAg and shop classes at the high school; Mr. Worthley indicated that this 

is the best time to start the process and that even affected trees could be used in town 

since only the cambium layer near the bark is affected. He also offered to set up the 

portable saw mill that UCONN owns at the site and use it as an educational program 

sometime in October or early November. Lumber could be available within a week from 

the set-up. Miss Miceli will contact Justin Mirante out at the high school to coordinate the 

process. Once the Harvest Plan is approved by the Committee and Council, a Certified 

Forester will be chosen to carry out the plan. Mr. Worthley also noted that he is interested 

in seeing an Invasive Species Control Workshop out at the site to manage the spread of 

such plants. Committee Member Borowy suggested that the Acting Town Planner review 

the Final Draft for potential impacts to wetland resources and wildlife habitat to 

determine what permits will be required as a result of the harvest; the new logging roads, 

extraction of timber, and erosion control will be of particular interest to the Inland 

Wetlands Agency/Conservation Commission. This concluded Mr. Worthley’s 

presentation. Chairman Berkmoes added that the harvest will add new trails and allow for 

better fire protection of this valuable Open Space Parcel. Chairman Berkmoes and 

Committee Members thanked Mr. Worthley for his efforts.  

 



At this time, Mr. Sciota made a motion to move into Executive Session; Seconded by Mr. 

Borowy- passed with all in favor at 4:41 pm. 

 

A motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Sciota, Seconded by Committee Member Pocock 

and passed with all in favor at 5:00 PM. 

 


